A comparison of monoclonal antibody immobilization of platelet antigen (MAIPA) and immunobead methods for detection of GPIIb/IIIa antiplatelet antibodies in immune thrombocytopenic purpura.
In this study we have compared two assays for the detection of autoantibodies GpIIb/IIIa, platelet bound and in serum, in immune thrombocytopenic purpura (ITP). Both assays were found to have a similar sensitivity, but the monoclonal antibody immobilization of platelet antigen (MAIPA) assay was more reproducible than the immunobead assay. The MAIPA and immunobead assay demonstrated an 81% concordance of results for serum antibody detection and a 78% concordance for platelet-associated antibody detection, with an 8-12% incidence of false positive or negative results.